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1. DURING CONVERSATION WITH POREIGN MINISTER ESCOVAR 
ON MAY 10, ASST SECRETARY TODMAN RAISED MATTER OP 
ILLICIT PAYMENTS TREATY IN ECOSOC AND URGED VENEZUELAN 
SUPPORT IN CONCLUDING IT AS QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE. 

AMBASSADOR, WHO ALSO PRESENT, ADDED THAT WE UNDERSTAND 
THE GOV WANTS TO LINK ILLICIT PAYMENTS TREATY TO THE 
MNC CODE OP CONDUCT. HE POINTED OUT THAT A DRAFT TREATY 
EXISTS ALREADY IN COMMITTEE WHEREAS ARRIVING AT 

A CODE OF CONDUCT WILL TAKE TIME. HE URGED THAT VENEZUELA 
NOT LOSE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO CONTRIBUTE TOWARD A TREATY. 
AMBASSADOR ADDED THAT THE US GOVT WOULD WORK 
CONSCIENTIOUSLY ON THE MNC CODE OF CONDUCT. 

2. FOREIGN MINISTER SAID THAT ILLICIT PAYMENTS HAD BEEN 
DISCUSSED DURING PRESIDENT PEREZ' RECENT VISIT TO AUSTRIA. 

THE AUSTIANS ARE ALSO INTERESTED IN ACHIEVING AN ILLICIT 
CONPIDENTIAL 
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PAYMENTS TREATY WITHOUT WAITING POR CODE OP CONDUCT. HE 
COMMENTED THAT, IN HIS VIEW, THIS APPROACH WAS CORRECT AND 
THAT THE ILLICIT PAYMENTS TREATY SHOULD BE APPROVED WITHOUT 
WAITING FOR THE MNC CODE.. 
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